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Krizleri asmanin bII‘ICIk yolu diyalog

ZEHRA ONAT ISTANBUL
Ikinci Diinya Savas'nin
basladigi yillar, insanlarin
can derdine, bir lokma yiyecek

n, farkliliklarina saygi gosterme-

sini ve benzerliklerin, ortakliklarin

farkinda olmasini sagladi.”
Toplumsal  krizlerde ~diya-

derdine diistiigii yoksulluk za- logun 6nemine vurgu yapan g;';"smlev
manlart... Bu kritik dosnemde Bir- Devane'ye ~dimya tizerinde  yigesindeagian
lesik Krallik'ta tilkeler arasindaki 100'iin tizerinde tilkede faaliyet anish Kapoor sergi-

diyaloga katki sunmayn, kiiltiirel
degisimin bir parcasi ve onciisii

gosterdiklerini ve Arap Bahan gibi
toplumsal catismalann yasandig

si, buginlerde Pera
Miizesi'nde devam

olmay1 amaglayan bir kurulusun iilkelerde ne gibi bir strateji uy- edenGrayson Perry
ilk adimlan atihyor. Ve bu kuru- guladiklarni sordugumuzda ise  S¢'8S! veLondra

.. e s z 2 Kitap Fuar’nda
lusun diinya tizerindeki ilk sube- diyalogdan kastimi biraz daha aqi- 5%

g s pt G ~ Tiirkiye'nin odak
lerinden biri 1940 yilinda, sava- yor: “Son dénemlerde Tunus'ta jlke olmasigibi ko-
sin kizgin yiizii kendini her tiirlii geng liderler arasindaki diyalo-  pularda isbirligine
hissettirirken, Tiirkiye'de agiliyor. gu gelistirmek icin Ortadogulu  devam edeceklerini
Séziinii ettigimiz British Council, Avrap liderleri bir araya getiren bir  ifadeediyor.
bu giinlerde Tiirkiye'deki 75. yiliru konferans diizenlemistik.” diyor Egm%“:g; AMAN,

ocak ayinda gorev basina gecen
CEO Ciaran Devane ile kutluyor.

Gegtigimiz  hafta  Ingjltere
Baskonsoloslugu'nun bahgesinde
gerceklesecek kutlamadan Gnce
Devane ile bir araya geldik. As-
linda merak ettigimiz konulardan
biri diinyanin pek ¢ok yerinde ge-
rek etnik, gerek dini gerekse eko-
nomik sebeplerle bir catisma orta-
munin siiriip gitmesiyle alakallydl
tismanin tercih edildigi 21. yy'da
diyalogun ve kiiltiirel iliskilerin
barisa katkisi ne olabilirdi?

CIARAN DEVANE

Devane, en 6nemli unsurun
diyalog oldugunu hatirlatarak ha-
yatindan bir 6rnek verdi: “Ilanda
dogumluyum ve benim geldigim
iilkede uzun yillar boyunca iki
farkh topluluk birbirinden ¢ok
farkh yerlerde yasadi, cok farkli
okullara, ¢ok farkh kiliselere gitti.
Dostluk, ortak ilgi ve anlayis ol-
madig! icin birbirlerine hep siip-
heyle yaklastilar ancak su anda
Kuzey irlanda’da bans hakim.

Bunun cesitli sebepleri var. Her
seyden Gnce siyasi iradenin ¢aba-
larinin 6nemli bir pay1 var. Askeri
faaliyetlerin, kolluk kuvvetinin
de bu baris tesis etmede rolii var
ama ikisinden de &nemlisi, ashn-
da iki topluluk arasindaki iliskile-
rin zaman icinde giiclenmesi, ba-
nsin tesis edilmesinde biiyiik rol
oynadi. Ciinkii iki topluluk ara-
sindaki iligkilerin gelistirilmesi iki
tarafin birbirini daha iyi anlamasi-

ve faaliyetlerin halka bakan yon-
lerinden de bahsediyor: “Geng
insanlarla bir araya gelip onlarin
yeteneklerini gelistirmelerine yar-
dim ediyoruz. Mesela Misir’da bir
futbol programimiz var, Tunuslu,
Misirh kadnlar futbol yetenekle-
rini gelistiriyorlar, boylece liderlik
ozellikleri de gelisiyor, oyun kur-
ma Ozellikleri de...”

Ona gore baris icin dogrudan
bir adm atmak o kadar kolay
degil ama toplumlann kiiltiirle,
sanatla ve bu sekilde siirecek di-
yalogla iyilesme ihtimali artiyor.

“Dialogue is the only way to overcome crises”

ZEHRA ONAT, ISTANBUL

Early World War 1, times of poverty when people worried about their lives and could not find food to feed
themselves... In such a critical period, first steps were taken in the United Kingdom to establish an
institution aiming to contribute to the dialogue between countries as well as participate in and pioneer the
cultural transformation. This institution opened one of its first branches outside Britain in Turkey in 1940,
as the fierce war made its presence felt in every respect. We are speaking of the British Council, which
celebrates its 75" Anniversary in Turkey with their new CEO Ciardan Devane who assumed the post in
January.

Last week, we met Devane before the ceremony to be held in the British Consulate’s garden. In fact, one of
the issues we wondered about was related to the ubiquitous and ceaseless ethnic, religious and economic
conflicts across the world. How could dialogue and cultural relations contribute to peace in the 21%
Century in which conflict prevails over cooperation?

Reminding that dialogue is the vital element, Devane narrated his own experience: “lI was born in Ireland
where two different communities used to live separately, attending separate churches and schools for
many years. Lacking friendship, mutual sympathy and understanding, both communities were suspicious of
each other. However, peace has now been established in North Ireland. It has been driven by a number of
factors. Above all, political efforts played a key role in this regard, followed by the efforts of military and
law enforcement officers. Yet more importantly, gradually strengthening relations between the two
communities played a crucial role in the establishment of peace, for stronger relations enabled both sides



to better understand each other, respect each other’s differences and be aware of similarities and
common elements.

Devane highlighted the significance of dialogue in social crises as well. We asked him about their strategy
in countries witnessing social upheavals such as the Arab Spring, given the fact that the British Council is
present in more than 100 countries around the world. He replied by clarifying his understanding of
dialogue: “Recently, we organized a conference in Tunis, gathering Arab leaders of the Middle East
together in order to build dialogue between young leaders,” and continued mentioning the social aspect of
their activities: “We come together with young people to help them improve their skills. For instance, we
have a football programme in Egypt. Tunisian and Egyptian women develop their football skills, improving
their leadership and playmaking qualities...

In his view, although it is not always very easy to take a direct step towards peace, societies get a better
chance to improve themselves with culture and art, securing dialogue.
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75 yil once baslayan oyku

Ulkemizde 75'inci yilini geride birakan British Council Tiirkiye Direktdril Margaret Jack,’ Birlesik
Krallik ve Turkiye toplumunun gercekten karma§|k ilging ve hayranlik verici bir yani var’ diyor.

ritish Council, Birlesik Krallk
Bldmﬁndan finanse edilen ve

100'den fazla tilkede faaliyet
gosteren kiiltiirel bir kurulus. Film
gosterimleri diizenliyor, Ingilizee 6g-
retmenlerine egitim veriyor ve bazi
iilkelerde ogrenci degisim program-
lan yiiriitiyor. Ulkemizde i
kale Bienali'nden Istanbul Kiltir
Sanat Vakfi (IKSV) olmak iizere pek
ok kiiltiir sanat etkinliginin destek-
cileri arasinda. Olkemizde 75. Yilint
geride birakan kurulus son olarak,
Birlesik Krallik ile Tiirkiye arasin-
daki sanatsal ve kiiltiirel alisverisin
bu yilki programinda Turner odiilli
sanatg Grayson Perry'nin iilkedeki
ilk biiyiik sergisi one cikiyor.
Perry’nin son on senede direttigi sera-
mik, tekstil ve kagt iizerindeki diger
islerinden 6rekler sergilendigi
Kiigiik Farkhiliklarn Kibri (The Va-
nity of Small Differences) Pera Mii-
zesi'nde yerini alirken, British

da baslangici oldu. 75 yil Snce de yorlar.
Council Tirkiye Direktorii Margaret Tiirkiye bizim icin cok onemlibir {il- ¢
Jack ile ‘Iﬂll Konsoloslufunda bir  yewi Halen de dyle. Kiigiik Farklinklar’
graya ge S W Grayson Perry'nin ‘Kiigiik Farkl:-
W Oncelikle, Tiirkiye'nin killtiir sa- ‘Bll SIVQSI Mf kllﬂlm d&ﬁl"l’ Iiklar’ sergisiyle Tirkiye ile bulutur-
nata bakisin nasil i,buiki  dunuz bu kadar ilgi gorecegini
2 g Nkem'n dostluguna ya da sizin faali- muydunuz?

Istanbul'a ilk geldigim yillardan  vetjerinize nag bir etkisi oldu? Evet.... Clinkii her seyden 6nce
dmek vermek isterim. Bundan 351l Hanoi donem izerinizde baska hisset-  bizim killtir sanat projelerimizi ger-
dnce boyle aktif bir agdas sanat or- ceklestirmeye yardim eden mitkem-
tam yoktu. Su anda biltin fa“"!_'lc“" Biz, siyasi bir kurum degiliz. ‘mel bir ekibimiz var. Grayson Perry
‘5":"”‘7:‘ 5:::‘;:‘:3?3:&&:: ©  Amacimiz sadece halklan biraraya  yarattifa eserlerde kumas ve tekstil

J getirmek. Bunun icinde siyasi degil, uriinleri kullaniyor. Tiirkiye'nin mira-
baslan.gc yapmisti Sadece Devlet Ty rumgl bir ortamda cabsy in-  sindave da bu var. Seramik
yatro ve Balesi'nden ibaret bir sanat g1 iltiire] ve toplumsal iliskile- iriinler kullaniyor. Mesela Kiitah-
ortamn vards. 35 yil igerisinde ok ge-  pin; gelist bir araya geti ya'nin gini iyle carpici bir
listi. Bu da Tiirk toplumunda cagdas  cpgvoruz, Siyaset bunun disinda ka-  karsilastirma. Grayson Perry sergisi-

sanatin ne kadar onaylandigimi goste-

liyor.
W Son dénemde sanatm {izerindeki

nin ilgi gormesinin nedenlerini buna
baglayabiliriz. Perry'in ele aldig top-

W 75 yidir Tirkiye'de faaliyet gdste-  paqy; ve sansiiriin sizi etkilemedisa-  lum ve P yapisi
riyorsunuz. Oldukca uzun bir siire. ... unutmamak gerekiyor. Ciinkii Birle-
Biliyorsunuz diinyada kosullar Yasananlan yakindan takip edi- ik Krallik ve Tiirkiye toplumunun
degisiyor. Ama her seye ragmen diya-  yony, Sadece Tiirkiye'de degil Bri-  gercekten karmasik ilging ve hayran-
0 dcva.m etmesi gﬂekl}'“'- Bri- tish Council'in (aallyet gosterdx[u yuz ik verici bir yam var.
tish Council’in Birlesik Krallik iilkede gok farkl siyasi gel [ }? gorev al:
disinda agilan ilk lkelerden biride  ojabilivor. Bizim acmizdan nemli  diginde ne diisindiiniz?
Tarkiye idi. Ayn zamanda Tirkiye  oyap sivasi tercihi degil, konjonktiri Aslinda ben cok sanshydim.
disinda agilan 0 donemin en dnemli e oyr olsun diyalogu agik tutmak  Qiinki bana hangi ilkede calismak
killtiir merkezlerinden biri saylan biz Tiirkiye’de son derece nitelikli or-  istersiniz diye secenek sunuldu. 4
Halklew de Londra'da acilmusti. Bu taklarla mlls:yomz. Buortaklanmiza  iilke ve ben onlarin arasindan Tirki-
da diyalogun, anlayisin ve karsihikh cok gitveniyoruz ciinkii onlar Trki-  ye'yi sectim. Ulkenizi hic tanmiyor
deger yaratmanin iki taraf agsindan  yeonin gurymunu bizden gok iyi bili-  ve bilmiyordum. Merakl bir insan ol-
s dugum icin, hi¢ bilmedigim bir iilkeye
gidip tanimak istedim.
B Anadolu icin de etkinlik yapmay1
musunuz?
Anadolu'yu da cok iyi biliyorum.
¢ Birlesik Krallikta sadece Londra’dan
ibaret degilse, Tirkiye'de sadece Is-
tanbul’dan ibaret olmamali. Hem
Ankara ve Istanbul’da Yasadigim igin
Tiirkiye nin tamamiyla ilgili geni bir
perspektife sahibim. Bolgesel kal-
kinma ajanstyla ortaklasa ytirittigi-

‘miiz bir egitim progtam var. §
Anadolu sehrinde, yaratici girisimei-
lere egitim veriyoruz,



Kiiltiir ATM’si olarak

goruyoriar

BIZ projeleri ortaklari-

mizla birlikte yaratiyo-

ruz. Dogrudan projeye

para bulup sponsorluk

yapmiyoruz. Ornegim

Grayson Perry, Ornegini

verebilirim. Grayson

Perry’nin sergisinde

eserlerin bir ¢ogu British  ¢iinkii bazilan bizi bir
Council'in kendi kolek-  bankanin ATM makina-
siyonu. Gegici olarak s1 olarak goriiyor. Kiiltiir
Pera Miizesi'nde sergile- ~ ATM’si saniyorlar gele-
niyor. Miize ile ortak lim paray1 ¢ekelim gide-
yaptigimiz bir proje. lim diyorlar. Ama boyle
Sponsoru yok. Bunu bir sey yok biz projeleri
aciklama geregi duydum birlikte yaratiyoruz.

“Story that started 75 years ago”

Margaret Jack, Director at British Council Turkey that celebrates its 75 anniversary this year: “British
and Turkish societies display a really sophisticated, interesting and admirable character.”

Funded by the United Kingdom, the British Council is a cultural institution present in more than 100
countries. They teach English language instructors and carry out student exchange programmes in some
countries. In Turkey, they have sponsored numerous cultural and art events from Canakkale Biennale to
Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (IKSV). This year, celebrating their 75t Anniversary in our country,
the institution also stands out with Grayson Perry’s first major exhibition in Turkey within the scope of art
and cultural exchange between the UK and Turkey. As ‘The Vanity of Small Differences’ exhibiting Perry’s
artworks on ceramic, textiles and paper is staged at Pera Museum, we had an interview with Margaret Jack
— Director at the British Council Turkey — in the British Consulate.

Firstly, how do you evaluate Turkey’s perspective on culture and art?

Recalling my first years in Turkey, 35 years ago the contemporary art environment was not active at all.
Even the IKSV, which has in time developed its activities in all areas, had just made a bold start back then.
The State Theatre and Ballet were the only two institutions dominating the art environment. Art and
culture have made a remarkable progress over the last 35 years, which can also be regarded as a proof that
Turkish society now significantly approves contemporary art.

The British Council has been present in Turkey for 75 years. Such a long time...

As you know, the world is changing. We need to maintain dialogue against all odds. Turkey was one of the
first countries to welcome the British Council outside Britain. Also, Halkevi, considered to be one of the
most important cultural centres in that period, was opened in London at the same time. This marked the



beginning of dialogue, mutual understanding and value creation between the two countries. Turkey was a
very important country for us 75 years ago, and it surely still is.

“We are not a political institution”

How have different governments affected the friendship between two countries or your activities? In
which period did you feel pressure?

We are not a political institution. Our sole purpose is to bring nations together. To achieve this goal, we
work on an institutional basis rather than a political one. We strive to improve cultural and social relations
among people and unite them. Politics is irrelevant to what we do.

What about the recent oppression and censorship on arts? Have not you been affected?

We are closely following the course of events. Very different political developments take place not only in
Turkey but also in a hundred countries where the British Council is present. For us, what matters is to keep
dialogue open regardless of the conjuncture, rather than political preferences. We cooperate with highly
qualified partners in Turkey. We trust them for they know the situation in Turkey much better than us.

“Small Differences”

The British Council brought Grayson Perry’s “The Vanity of Small Differences” exhibition to Turkey. Did
you expect such a great interest?

Yes... Well, first and foremost, we have an excellent team supporting us in organizing our cultural and art
projects. Grayson Perry uses fabrics and textile products in his artworks. These are also inherent in Turkish
heritage and cultural codes. For instance, it is a striking comparison with the tile art tradition in Kiitahya.
So, all these factors contributed to the high interest the Grayson Perry exhibition has attracted. Also, we
need to mention that Perry focuses on society and social structure matters. And British and Turkish
societies display a really sophisticated, interesting and admirable character.

What did you think when you were assigned to Istanbul?

In fact, | was very lucky because | was offered the opportunity to pick a country. | had four alternatives and
| preferred Turkey. | was not familiar with your country at all. As a curious person, | wanted to go and
discover a completely unfamiliar country.

Are you planning any events for Anatolia as well?

| also know Anatolia very well. Just like the UK cannot be reduced to London, there is more to Turkey than
Istanbul. Having lived in both Istanbul and Ankara, | have a broad perspective on the whole country.
Currently, we have an educational programme implemented jointly with a regional development agency.
We are training creative entrepreneurs in five Anatolian cities



Sosyal yardim
istiyorsan “resmi
- Pad ,’
nikah” sart

anki kutuplasmalar aznis gibi yeni bir
Skutuplagma konusu daha gikt.

Anayasa Mahkemesi'nin (AYM), “imam nikahi”
icin oncelikle “resmi nikah kiyma” sartini
kaldimasini cok tartisacagiz.

Kadin haklan alaninda galisan demekler;
karardan sonra “cocuk gelin” sayisinin hizla
artacagini gerekge gosterip karst cikiyorlar:

Onlara hak vermek icin uygulamanin gidisatini
iyi izlemek lazim. Bu arada gelin, konuya bir de
baska agidan bakalim.

18 yagini doldurmug bir kadinla bir erkek, eger
isterlerse hicbir nikah yapmadan da aym ¢atr altinda
yagayablhrler AYM'nin karan onlan ilgilendirmiyor.

“Cocuk gelin”
meselesini ¢cozme
konusunda kizlarin 18
yasindan nce evlenmesi
ok zorlagtinld. Gerek
Medeni, gerekse Ceza
yasalarinda kisitlayici
onemli maddeler var.
Gegen yilin eyliil ve aralik
aylannda Gnemli
degisiklikler yaplldl. 18
yasindan once “zaruri

5 durumlar” diginda anne
babalar da istese evlenmek yasak. Diyelim ki, imam
nikahi ile evlendiler, resmi nikdh kiymadilar. O
zaman bunun kétii sonuglanina da katlanacaklar.

Bakn, Tiirkiye'de su anda 20 milyon civarinda
hane mevcut. Bu hanelerden 1 milyon 650 bini “en
yoksul kesimi” kapstyor.

Bu kesimlerde evlenenler “resmi nikah”
olmadan hicbir sosyal yardim alamayacak. Yani,
evlilik ciizdan yoksa evlilik ve geyiz parasi, daha
sonra gocuk parasi ve diger sosyal destekler de yok.
Hatta resmi nikah olmadan dogacak gocuklanna
niifus ciizdam bile verilmiyor. Anne babalarinin
yaninda degil de ayn ev actiklannda elektrik ve su
kullanma ruhsati da alamiyorlar.

Cuinkii kanunlar, illa da “resmi nikah” istiyor.
Belki AYM'nin karan, zenginlere degil ama
yoksullara yarayacak.

Tabii ki bir e Suriyeli gelinler meselesi var. i¢
acitan ve ¢ok eslilige neden olan bu konuyu da

baska bir yazida tartisalim.

Tiirkler neden ingilizce
6grenemiyor?

Geg:enlerde 75'inci
yilini kutlayan British

Council'in Tuirkiye
Direktorii Margaret Jack
ile bulugtuk. Hemen
sordum; “Neden biz

Tiirkler iyi ingilizce QJ
konusamiyoruz?”

Margaret Hanim, konuyu “yiizme”
ve “dil” 6grenme paralelinde degerlendirdi.
Ona gore, havuzun kenaninda nasil yiiziilmesi,
nasil kulag atilmas gerekdtigini 6greniyorsunuz.
Havada kulag atip ayaklannizi girpryorsunuz
ancak havuza girilip yiiziilmedigi icin isin bu
kisim eksik kaltyor. Yani, iletisim araci olan dili
bize gramer agirhkli 6gretiyorlar, pratikte ise
konusamiyoruz. Jack, bu arada Tiirkiye
Ekonomi Politikalan Aragtirma Vakfi TEPAV ile
yaptiklan bir aragtirmadan da soz etti.

ingilizce bilmenin getirecegi ekonomik
degeri de kapsayan bir rapor ortaya gikms.
Olumlu yonler yaninda sikintilar ortaya
konulmus. Mesela, dgretmenlerin egitimi
konusunda yazinin baginda s6ziinii ettigimiz
engeller mevcut. Dersler gramer agirhikli
veriliyor. Sadece teori olarak ingilizce
ogreniliyor ama derste iletisim dili olarak ele
alinmiyor. Og;e(menlenn bu noktada egitilmesi
sart. ikinci nokta ise “miifettisler”in sadece
miifredata ve sinif igi uygulamaya bakmalar.
Miifettislerin de egitilmesi sart.

Hukiimet calisma istedi
Jack, “Rapordan sonra hiikiimet bizden

tiniversite diizeyinde Ingilizce egitimi iizerine
bir calisma yapmamizi istedi. Boylece 5
yagindan 22 yasina kadar tiim yas gruplannin
dikey bir fotografini gekmis olacagiz dedi ve
ekledi: “ Aslinda Tiirkiye’de Ingilizce egitimine
ok ciddi yatirm yapiliyor. Bir dgrenci 12 yih
kapsayan siirede ortalama olarak 1000 saatlik
egitim aliyor. Bu kadar yatinm yapiliyorsa
bunun ekonomik getirisinin de iyi
hesaplanmasi gerekiyor.”

Dogru soze ne diyelim. Madem parayi
veriyoruz, kargiligini almak lazim.

b Margare,
& "oy

Yo 0

@muncu T[j,/(/.
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“Why do Turkish people fail to learn English?”

(Column by Perihan Cakiroglu)

A few days ago, we met Margaret Jack, Director at the British Council Turkey that celebrates its 75"
Anniversary this year. | asked her: “Why do we, Turkish people, fail to speak fluent English?”

Margaret evaluated the matter with an analogy between learning how to swim and learning a
language. She said that one gets instructed about how to swim, how to move their arms by the
swimming pool. One swims and flaps her legs on the ground but the true practice is only possible by
actually swimming in the pool. Likewise, they teach us language, a means of communication, with an
emphasis on grammar, and we fail to speak it in real life. Jack also mentioned a research conducted in
cooperation with TEPAV (The Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey).

A report has been published, covering the economic value of being able to speak English as well as
strong and weak points thereof. For instance, training of instructors poses the aforementioned
difficulties. Courses are delivered on a grammatical basis. English is being taught rather theoretically,
without being employed as a language of communication. Instructors should be trained on this matter.
The second point is that “inspectors” only examine the curriculum and in-class practices. They should be
trained as well.

Government asked for a study

Jack said, “After the report, the government asked us for a study about English language education on
undergraduate level. We will be able to obtain a vertical picture of all peer groups from 5 to 22 years
old with this study,” and continued: “In fact, Turkey invests in English language education to a
remarkable extent. On average, a student receives 1,000 hours of education over a period of twelve
years. The economic return of this significant investment should be calculated thoroughly.”

Never a truer word spoken. If we pay for English, we should see the return.
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“l Have Chosen Turkey!”

In an interview with Margaret Jack, British Council Director in Turkey, we discussed her
passionate relationship with the country as well as relations between Turkey and the
United Kingdom. We also talked about the 75-year journey of British Council since
1940, the emphasis they have laid on art projects from day one as well as their future

projects.

GULBEN CAPAN gulbencapan@gmail.com

For the sake of following in the English tradition, we met Margaret Jack for afternoon tea at the British
Consulate. After security checks, we passed through halls with high-ceilings, gates with wide marble stairs
and giant chandeliers and entered a spacious room with a high ceiling. In front of us is someone with a
strong British accent, a wide smile on her face and exotic jewellery. She says: “Turkey was my kismet!”
This is how we start our interview with Margaret Jack, British Council Director in Turkey.

Originally from Scotland, Ms. Jack is an adventurer with an endless love for discovery. As part of a British
Council mission, she came to Turkey thirty-six years ago and fell in love with the country. Following three
years of duty in Ankara, she lived in various other countries with a few years in between including Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine. She got married with a Turkish gentleman in the meantime.
Came 2012, she was given four country options and she chose Turkey again. After Ankara, she now has a
new identity as a genuine Istanbulite.

Margaret Jack pays close attention to Turkish contemporary art, has travelled to every region in the
country and has embraced the culture. In her words, “In 1940, British Council was founded to help people
of both cultures get to know each other and establish partnerships between institutions. Today, with the
help of technology as well, the council has far wider access in the country. Our exhibitions are not bound
by space and may be visited online as well.

Thanks to technological services, English publications formerly limited to libraries with 8,000 members,
are now read by one and a half million people in Turkey.” She adds that they do not content themselves
with a close follow-up of the developments in Turkish contemporary art market but also lay emphasis on
promoting the market abroad.

When was the time you first came to Turkey?
It was 1979, on a British Council mission. We were offered four country options at the time and | chose
Turkey among them.

Why Turkey?

| am an adventurer and also because Turkey was barely known in the United Kingdom at the time. |
therefore wanted to take on the task of getting to know and promoting Turkey. | stayed in Turkey for four
years and then was commissioned to represent British Council in other countries. After many years, |
turned back to Turkey in 2012. | worked in Ankara and moved to Istanbul eighteen months ago. Now | am
the head of British Council.

How was art perceived in Turkey when you were first appointed in British Council Turkey in 1979?


mailto:gulbencapan@gmail.com

Needless to say, it was widely different from how it is perceived today. It was the first years of the
foundation of Istanbul Music Festival and IKSV. We would organize jazz music tours across the country at a
time with far less number of airports. So in retrospect, those were hard but very exciting and adventurous
times.

Turkey and the United Kingdom are two cultures that are distant to each other in many aspects. But your
duty here is to bring these two cultures closer as much as possible and promote them to each other. What
kind of a route does British Council take for this goal?

| don’t actually think that the two countries are much different from each other. There are many
important common aspects drawing Turkey and the United Kingdom closer. And what we do is examine
these common aspects and come up with projects to establish long-term partnerships between the
two countries.

What are the common aspects that draw United Kingdom and Turkey closer?

Both countries have a very rich heritage hosting more than one nation, language and culture. Both
countries have an imperial history and therefore their richness is based on the diversity that comes with
imperial identity and culture. Commerce in neither of the countries depends solely on natural resources
and therefore they both have markets always open to entrepreneurship and innovation. So our duty is to
make progress by maintaining close contact between two countries in many areas such as education,
science and arts.

You partnered with Sakip Sabanci Museum for the Anish Kapoor exhibition which drew 125 thousand
visitors. You also support the Grayson Perry exhibition recently launched in Pera Museum. Could you
tell us a bit about your art project partnerships?

We as British Council always work with local partners and institutions for large-scale exhibition projects.
We work on such projects for approximately a year and a half. Grayson Perry is our most recent exhibition
at Pera Museum. Perry is an important figure in contemporary art whose works are among nine thousand
others in British Council's art collection. With ceramics, carpets and prints, his works are close to Turkish
culture as well.

We negotiated with Pera Museum for Perry and the project perfectly dovetailed with their schedule as
well. We hence launched in Turkey the first exhibition of Grayson Perry outside the United Kingdom.
Following Pera, the exhibition will be displayed in Cern Modern Museum of Ankara.

British Council turns 75 in Turkey this year. What were British Council activities like seventy-five years
ago?

The foundations of British Council in Turkey were laid in 1940 during World War Il. Even at such time of
turmoil, Turkey and the United Kingdom must have considered so important to strengthen ties between
each other that they founded an institution that has been in service ever since. British Council Turkey was
founded in an effort to help two cultures understand each other in wartime, which consolidates its
importance.

Turkey opened the first international community centre in 1942 during WWII in London. These details
manifest the longstanding history of a friendly dialog between the two countries. Archives demonstrate



artworks brought from England to Turkey at the time. In 1940s, forty-three academics from Turkey went to
England to study. All of these projects were run by the British Council.

What are your special projects to mark your seventy fifth year?

In arts, we launched our Grayson Perry exhibition, open until July, on the occasion of our 75t anniversary.
Another special project is aimed for creative entrepreneurs. British Council will help share knowledge
necessary for the development of a robust creativity industry with instructors from the United Kingdom

offering courses to creative entrepreneurs. We will be doing this via social institutions rather than art
institutions.

What do you think of contemporary art in Turkey?

| believe that what Turkey needs to consider utmost priority is to promote Turkey better abroad, spread
knowledge and establish communication. Turkey is a little shy and reserved when it comes to promoting
itself. Similarly, contemporary art should be better promoted as well.

When we offer what’s here to those abroad, the works meet with great enthusiasm. Last winter, we
organized talks in museums and invited many prominent figures to Turkey including the director of Tate
Modern. Many of them were in Istanbul for the first time and had almost no idea about the contemporary
art scene.

The more they learned about it, the more they were impressed. They added that they not only consider
these works important but that they will come back as well.

Turkey has already made it to the top ten in the contemporary art map. So | am very hopeful about
contemporary art but it’s better to be patient for a little bit more. Immediate results should not be
expected.
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British Council marks
year in Turkey

75th

The British Council, an
organization specializ-
ing in international ed-
ucational and cultural
opportunities, marks
its 75th year in Turkey
with special plans

—-‘ ISTANBUL

. Celebrating
s B its 75th year
DENIZ CIYAN in  Turkey,
the British Council continues to
see huge potential in the country
and aims to establish deeper ties
and collaborations between Tur-
key and the UK., thus reaching
out to more and more people.

“Turkey is among the 10 most
important operations out of 100
globally for the British Council be-
cause of the opportunities that are
available and open to us, and the
benefits both of the countries get,”
British Council Turkey Director
Margaret Jack told Hiirriyet Dai-
ly News, as she spoke on a num-
ber of programs which aimed to
boost relations and understand-
ing between the two countries.

“We certainly want to do
more here. We see a huge poten-
tial and opportunity and interest
in Turkey and vice versa in the
UK.,” she added.

Jack said they had just been
involved in launching a five-year
bilateral large-scale university
partnership program in science
and technology with Turkey
called the Newton-Katip Cele-
bi program, adding the results
were going to benefit social de-
velopment, as the focus areas of
the program were water, sustain-
ability and green technologies.

Jack also said they had spe-
cifically brought the world pre-
miere of an exhibition by Turn-
er prize-winning artist Grayson
Perry to Istanbul because the art-
ist’s works were a strong state-
ment about Istanbul’s position as
a global hub in the contemporary
arts world.

“The medium in which he
works — textile and ceramic —
is so fundamental to Turkey’s
own artisanal traditions. He has
huge respect for artisan, work-
manship and craft so I thought
that has a very strong echo and
strong resonance with Turkey,”
Jack added.

Turkey among first

British Council countries

With roots in the mid-1930s
and formally established in 1940,
Turkey was among the first
countries with which the British
Council signed a deal and began
operations.

Noting the concept of the Brit-
ish Council was initiated during

British Council Turkey
Director Margaret Jack
says they have a number
of programs aiming

to boost relations and
understanding between
the two countries.

the interwar period and formed
during World War II, Jack said the
main aim grounding the institu-
tion was to find a way to respond
to fascism, which had begun to
take over the minds and ideas of
people across Europe at the time.

“The war will finish at some
point; what do we want to do
now that will make people af-
ter the war be able to connect
again?” was the question the
founders of the institution asked
themselves, Jack said.

A delegation was sent to meet
with the then Turkish President
Ismet Inonii and the govern-
ment in 1940 to establish the Brit-
ish Council in Turkey, which, ac-
cording to Jack, was welcomed
by Inonii for the idea of creating
friendship, trust, knowledge and
understanding between the U.K.
and Turkey.

“The founding belief of the
British Council is still the same,
which is to create a friend-
ly knowledge and understand-

ing of the UK. and an overseas
country,” said Jack, stressing on-
ly the scope of their work had
changed throughout the years.

While there were 43 students
sent from Turkey to the UK. in
1943 to study, this figure had in-
creased to 40,000 students by
2014, and the field of studies al-
so enlarged.

Jack said the British Council
has tried to reach various points
in Turkey through organizing and
supporting cultural events not on-
ly in Istanbul and Ankara but al-
so across the country, including in
Canakkale, Sinop and Mardin.

London Book Fair fea-

tured Turkish works

The British Council not only
aims to make the UK., its cul-
ture and the English language
better known in Turkey, but al-
so works for the better presenta-
tion and wider publicity of Tur-
key in the U.K.

An example of this, according

\' » -l

to Jack, was the London Book
Fair in 2013, during which Tur-
key was the feature country.

Through book deals reached
at the fair, the British audience
found more opportunities to
read literature produced in Tur-
key and get to know the writers
better, said Jack, adding there
was reciprocity, as more books
were sent to Turkey for transla-
tion via these book deals.

Asked about their future pro-
grams, Jack said they would be
doing a global program titled
“Shakespeare Lives” to mark
the 400th anniversary of the
bard’s death, a program which
would involve Turkey.

“We want to have actually
every line of Shakespeare spo-
ken in every language around
the world and recorded digital-
ly so it will be a big, big digital
event,” Jack said. “So much of
what Shakespeare wrote about
and his themes have just be-
come a part of a global [world].”
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Nlce yillara

girerenler, sorulan beg soruyu yanitla-
yabilir ve Birlesik Krallik’a ugak bile-
tinden sanat ve egitim materyallerine
kadar birgok 6diilden birini kazabilir.

Happy Birthdﬁay British Council
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British Council Tiirkive'deki
‘75”INCi YILINI KUTLADI

; irkiye’de 1940’tan beri,

insanlan bir araya getirmek ve

| Birlesik Krallik’la caligmak
isteyenleri tesvik etmek icin

| Ingilizce, Sanat, Egitinh ve Toplum
alaninda faaliyetlerini jsiirdiiren
British Council’in 75’in¢i yili,
istanbul’daki Ingiltere

. Baskonsoloslugu’nun hahcesinde
diizenlenen partiyle kutladi. British

| Council Diinya CEO’su (Ciaran

| DEVANE diizenlenen partide

| “British Council, kiiltiirel iliskileri

| dijital diinyaya tasiyaralk, genclerin

Tiirkiye’nin her yerinde

| ulasabilecekleri yeni uluslararasi

| firsatlar yaratiyor” diye Konustu.

| Aralannda tinlii sanatcilar, yazarlar,

COUNCH

BRITISH
COUNCH

URKIYE'DE |
L

BRITISH
M. & CounCiL

is diinyasindan isimler ve British
Council’in hizmetlerinden
yararlanmis ¢ok sayida davetlinin
katildig: 75. vil etkinliginde
Tiirkiye’de gecen 75 yilin déniim
noktalanm gosteren gorsel isitsel
enstalasyon ve William
Shakespeare’in eserlerinden
esinlenilerek yapilan canh miizik
ilgi topladi. Kutlamada ayrica,
75’inci vl serefine diizenlenen dijital
kampanyanin da baslatilmasiyla,
seyirciler zamanda eglenceli ve
ilging bir yolculuga davet edildi.
Katilimcilara, Birlesik Krallik’a ugak
biletinden, 6zel sanat ve egitim
materyallerine, 75 adet kiiltiir 6diilti
kazanma sansi sunuluyor. TARAF

British Councilv celebrated its 75 year in Turkey
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DUNYAN]IN énde gelen kiiltiirel il
kurulusu Britjsh Council, Tiirkiye'de
curulugunun|75"inci yil dontimiini
[stanbul’daki [ngiltere Baskonsoloslug,
bahgesinde kytlad1. British Council Di
CEO'su Ciarah Devane, kutlamaya kat
tizere geldigi Istanbul’da, British Coun
Tirkiye'deki 45 yillik yolculugunun hi
anlatt. Devang, “Bizler bu 75 sene boy
Birlesik KralliK ile Tiirkiye’den kisi ve
arasmda uzun|{omiirld gliven ve dosth
ottik. Tiirkiye’den ve Birlesik Krallikta
dayali karsilikl} anlayisin 6nemine ina
sayida kisi ve urumun igbirligi ve kat
slmadan bunu pasarmamiz miimkiin
Bu yaklasimimiz; isbirligini, yaraticilig
sesitliligi, inovasyonu, karsihkhiligi ve
stirdiirtilebilirligi tesvik ediyor” dedi.

| celebrated the 75 th year in Turkey
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TURKIYE’DEKI 75. YILINI
PARTIYL.E KUTLADI

Baskonsoloslugu’nun
bahcgesinde kutladi

ritish Council, gecen hafta Tirki-
ye'deki 75, yim kutladi. Ingiltere
Istanbul Baskonsoloslugu bahcesin-

deki kutlamada, Tirkiye ile Birlesik Kralhk
arasindaki kiiltur ortakhklan ve yillar icin-
deki donim noktalari amlds. British Council
Diinya CEO’su Ciaran Devane, partinin ba-
sinda bir konusma yaparak “British Council,
kiiltiirel iliskileri dijital diinyaya tasivarak,
genglerin Tarkive'nin her yerinden ulasabile-
, cekleri yeni uluslararasi firsat- R
TORKIYE'DE BRITISH, 2 \CPRKIVE'DE lar yaratiyor” dedi. Aksam , | /
/5% . COUNCIL. . [
= ] |

¥

saatlerinde  acik  havada l. 3

’ v = TURKIYE'DI vapilan partiye, Ingiltere & I /
L ‘v i

4 } | YL Biiyiikelcisi Richard Mo-
7 byt

ore ve esi Maggic Moore,
s
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) BRITISH 75 TORKIVE'DE <cgial® BRITISH
»® COUNCIL \ 7N

P9 BR Ingiltere Baskonsolosu Leigh Turner
‘ < 3 \ da katldi. Kutlama igin bir araya gelen, is ve
\’ RKiV . Y cemiyet hayatindan dnlii isimler konusmala-
\ %) & i rin ardindan keyifli saatler gecirdi.
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Celebrated the*7 5th year with a party
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BRITISH COUNCIL 75°INCI YILINI KUTLADI

Killtiirel iliskiler kurulugu British Council, Turkiye'de kurulusunun 75'inci ylldéniimiini Istanbul'daki Ingiltere Baskonsoloslugu'nun bahgesinde
dizenlenen partiyle kutlad.. British Council, insanlari bir araya getirmek ve Birlesgik Krallik ile galigmak isteyenleri tesvik etmek igin Ingilizce, san
egitim ve toplum konularinda faaliyet gosteriyor. 75 yil 6nce British Council ile dil 6grenen kisi sayist 8 bin iken, bugiin dil becerilerini gelistirmek
gin Turkiye'den her yil 1.5 milyon 6grenci ve 6gretmen, British Council'in Gicretsiz dijital Ingilizce kaynaklarina ulasiyor

British Council Celebrated its 75 th year
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Kultu ATM’S| olarak

eserlerin bir cogu British  ¢iinkii bazilan bizi bir
Councilin kendi kolek- bankanin ATM makina-

siyonu. Gegjci olarak s1 olarak goriiyor. Kiiltiir
Pera Miizes{'nde sergile- ~ ATM’si saniyorlar gele-
niyor. Miize|ile ortak - [im parayi ¢ekelim gide-
yaptigimiz bir proje. lim diyorlar. Ama boyle
Sponsoru yok. Bunu bir sey yok biz projeleri

aciklama gere¢gi duydum birlikte yaratiyoruz.

They see it (British CanciI) as cultural ATM
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British Council Tiirkiy
75’inci yilini kutluyor

DUNYANIN onde gelen kiltirel iliskiler kurulusu
British Council, TUrkiye’de kurulusunun 75'ind yil-
dontmani Istanbul’daki Ingiltere Baskonsolos-
lugu’'nun bahcesinde dizenlenen partiyle kutladi.
Kutlamaya katilmak Uzere Istanbul’a gelen British
Council Dinya CEO’su Ciaran Devane yaptidi agilis
konusmasinda British Council’in Turkiye'deki 75 yil-
Ik yolculugunun hikayesini anlatarak, “Bizler bu 75
sene boyunca, Birlesik Krallik ile TUrkiye'den kisi ve
kurumlar arasinda uzun 6murld, givene dayal
dostluklar insa ettik' dedi. British Council Turki-
ye'de 1940 yilindan bu yana faaliyetlerini araliksiz
olarak surdrayor.
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British Council celebrating its 75 th

year in Turkey




B.C.75 yasmda

Dunyanin pnde
gelen kultdrel iligkiler
kurulusu British 44

Council, Tirkiye'de o
kurulusunun 75'inci
yildontmanu
Istanbul'daki Ingiltere
Baskonsologlugu'nda
kutlach. Kutlamada, TUrkiye ile Birlesik
Krallik arasindaki kUitur ortakliklar ve
yillar icindeki dontm noktalan anildl .
British Council DUnya CEQ'su Ciaran
Devane, “Kutumumuz, kuttdre! iliskiler
dijital dinyaya tastyarak genclerin
Turkiye'nin her yerinden
ulasabilecekleri yeni uluslararasi
firsatlar yaratiyor” dedi.

BCis 75 years old
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Tirkive'de kurulugunun 75'inci yildéniimiini istanbul’daki ing

tere konsoloslugu’'nun bahgesinde diizenlenen partiyle kutl
Partide is, sanat ve diplomasi diinyasindan seckin misafirler bir araya
geldi. British{Council'in 75’inci yil kutlamasinda Turkiye ile Birlesik Kr:
arasindaki kiltir ortakliklan ve yillar icindeki déntim noktalan anild.
Kutlamaya katilmak tizere istanbul'a gelen British Council Diinya CEC
Ciaran Devane yaptiai agilis konusmasinda “Bizler 75 sene boyunca E
sik Krallik ile Ttirkiye'den kisi ve kurumlar arasinda uzun émiirli glive:
dostluklar inga ettik. British Council, kilttrel iligkileri dijital diinyaya ta:
varak genglerip Turkiye'nin her yerinden ulasabilecekleri yeni uluslara
firsatlar yvaratior. Turkiye'den ve Birlesgik Krallik'tan bilgiye dayali karg
anlayisin 6nenyine inanan ¢ok sayida kisi ve kurumun is birligi ve katk
olmadan bunu|basarmamiz miimkiin olamazd:.” diye konustu.

Di’my nin 6nde gelen kiiltirel iligkiler kurulusu British Council,

British Council celebrated it 75 year in Turkey
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ingiliz kiiltiir elcisi 75 yasinda
British cultural envoy celebrates 75 years in Istanbul

B 76 1 An open-air event was organised

to commemorate the 75th opening
year of British Council in Turkey, an
international organisation responsible
for the cultural affairs of and education
75w opportunities in United Kingdom. A great
gerceklestirilen partiye cok sayida number of quests joined the party at
davetli katild. British Council Tiirkiye /) Pera House on Thursday, 14 May. British
Direktdrii Margaret Jack (solda) ve x ' ¢ TS council Country Director for Turkey,
Diinya CEQ'su Ciaran Devane (sagda)'nin Margaret Jack and British Council CEO
de katildigi partide, iki iilke arasindaki g « 75 Ciaran Devane were also uests at the
kiiltir iligkilerinin gecmisten bugiine R y - party, which focused on cultural relations
nasil yol aldigina dikkat cekildi. Erdem HE i between Turkey and the United Kingdom

Birlesik Krallik'in killtirel iligkiler e o garme 7 rom
ve egitim firsatlarindan sorumlu ‘ o
uluslararast kurulusu British Council'in
Tiirkiye'de acilisinin 75'nci yili onuruna
bir aclk hava partisi diizenlendi. 14
Mayts Persembe giinii Pera House'ta

Dilbaz tarafindan ozel olarak hazirlanmig arsivlere dayali ses ve 15tk from past to present Guests experienced a spectacular light and
gosterisi ile William Shakespeare'in calismalarindan esinlenilerek sound show prepared with archive material by Erdem Dilbaz, and
olusturulmug canh miizik dinletisi davetlilere giizel bir gece yasatti. live music inspired by the works of William Shakespeare.

www.britishcouncil.org.tr www.britishcouncil.org.r
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British Councif'in eglencelj sorulan odiil kazandirryor

ISTANBUL -Britsh Counci Tarye'dekd 75. yldénimil sere-
fine dlizenledigi dijtal kampanyayla katiimeilan zamanda e§-
lenceli ve heyecanli bir yolculuga davet ediyor. Briish Council
75 yildir Tirkiye'de var olmanin mutiuludunu, bu yil dlzenleye-

cefji gestli etkinlik ve kampanyalarla kutuyor. Yilooyunca
toplam 75 kilitdr odllinin verllecei difital kampanyanin ilk
biiimd, Briish Council facebook sayfasinda 4 Haziran'a kadar
devam edecek.

British Council’s fun questions brings in awards
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DATE CHANNEL | Program Adi: Saati: Sire:
19.05.2015 | 360 ALEM'CE 23:30:53 | 00:02:03 | Seyret
GECE
20.05.2015 | NTV GUNDUZ 18:32:20 | 00:02:26 | Seyret
GECE
21.05.2015 | NTV GUNDUZ 01:48:21 | 00:02:26 | Seyret
TRT
30.05.2015 | TURK ACIK SEHIR 09:51:40 | 00:05:50 | Seyret
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INTERNET PORTAL COVERAGE

Date Portal Title
15.05.2015 | BUGUNBUGECE.COM british council tiirkive’deki 75’inci yilini kutladi | bugunbugece
15.05.2015 | YENICIKANLAR.COM.TR British Council Turkiye'deki 75’inci Yilini Kutladi | Yeni Cikanlar
15.05.2015 | ALEMIHABER.COM British Council Turkiye'deki 75’inci yilini kutladi | Avrupa | Dlinyanin Haberi
15.05.2015 | TRTTURK.COM British Council, Turkiye'deki 75. yilini kutluyor - TRT Tiirk Haberler
15.05.2015 | HABERLER.COM British Council, Tirkiye'deki 75. Yilini Kutladi
15.05.2015 | SONGUNDEM.COM British Council, Tirkiye deki 75. Yilini Kutladi - Haberler.com
15.05.2015 | BELGE.COM.TR British Council, Turkiye'deki 75. yilini kutladi - Belge - Tirkiye'nin Haber Sit
15.05.2015 | ARACIYOK.COM British Council, Turkiye deki 75. Yilini Kutladi Haberi
15.05.2015 | SONDEVIR.COM British Council, Tiirkiye'deki 75. yilini kutladi | SON DAKIKA HABERLERI |
15.05.2015 | M.SONDAKIKA.COM British Council, Tirkiye'deki 75. Yilini Kutladi
15.05.2015 | KONHABER.COM British Council, Tiirkiye'deki 75. yilini kutladi - Konhaber - Tiirkiye'nin Interr
15.05.2015 | PARAHABERI.COM British Council, Tirkiye'deki 75. Yilini Kutladi
15.05.2015 | HABERAHVAL.COM British Council, Turkiye’'deki 75. yilini kutladi
15.05.2015 | PARAHABERI.COM British Council, Turkiye'deki 75. Yilini Kutladi

British Council, Turkiye'deki 75. Yilini Kutladi | ingilizce, Kitap Fuari, Ulusla
15.05.2015 | BEYAZGAZETE.COM Diinyasi
15.05.2015 | HAKIMIYET.COM British Council, Tirkiye'deki 75. yilini kutladi
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