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“Dialogue is the only way to overcome crises” 
 
ZEHRA ONAT, ISTANBUL 
Early World War II, times of poverty when people worried about their lives and could not find food to feed 
themselves… In such a critical period, first steps were taken in the United Kingdom to establish an 
institution aiming to contribute to the dialogue between countries as well as participate in and pioneer the 
cultural transformation. This institution opened one of its first branches outside Britain in Turkey in 1940, 
as the fierce war made its presence felt in every respect. We are speaking of the British Council, which 
celebrates its 75th Anniversary in Turkey with their new CEO Ciarán Devane who assumed the post in 
January. 
Last week, we met Devane before the ceremony to be held in the British Consulate’s garden. In fact, one of 
the issues we wondered about was related to the ubiquitous and ceaseless ethnic, religious and economic 
conflicts across the world. How could dialogue and cultural relations contribute to peace in the 21st 
Century in which conflict prevails over cooperation? 
Reminding that dialogue is the vital element, Devane narrated his own experience: “I was born in Ireland 
where two different communities used to live separately, attending separate churches and schools for 
many years. Lacking friendship, mutual sympathy and understanding, both communities were suspicious of 
each other. However, peace has now been established in North Ireland. It has been driven by a number of 
factors. Above all, political efforts played a key role in this regard, followed by the efforts of military and 
law enforcement officers. Yet more importantly, gradually strengthening relations between the two 
communities played a crucial role in the establishment of peace, for stronger relations enabled both sides 



to better understand each other, respect each other’s differences and be aware of similarities and 
common elements. 
Devane highlighted the significance of dialogue in social crises as well. We asked him about their strategy 
in countries witnessing social upheavals such as the Arab Spring, given the fact that the British Council is 
present in more than 100 countries around the world. He replied by clarifying his understanding of 
dialogue: “Recently, we organized a conference in Tunis, gathering Arab leaders of the Middle East 
together in order to build dialogue between young leaders,” and continued mentioning the social aspect of 
their activities: “We come together with young people to help them improve their skills. For instance, we 
have a football programme in Egypt. Tunisian and Egyptian women develop their football skills, improving 
their leadership and playmaking qualities… 
In his view, although it is not always very easy to take a direct step towards peace, societies get a better 
chance to improve themselves with culture and art, securing dialogue. 
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“Story that started 75 years ago” 
 
Margaret Jack, Director at British Council Turkey that celebrates its 75th anniversary this year: “British 
and Turkish societies display a really sophisticated, interesting and admirable character.” 
Funded by the United Kingdom, the British Council is a cultural institution present in more than 100 
countries. They teach English language instructors and carry out student exchange programmes in some 
countries. In Turkey, they have sponsored numerous cultural and art events from Çanakkale Biennale to 
Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (IKSV). This year, celebrating their 75th Anniversary in our country, 
the institution also stands out with Grayson Perry’s first major exhibition in Turkey within the scope of art 
and cultural exchange between the UK and Turkey. As ‘The Vanity of Small Differences’ exhibiting Perry’s 
artworks on ceramic, textiles and paper is staged at Pera Museum, we had an interview with Margaret Jack 
– Director at the British Council Turkey – in the British Consulate. 
 
Firstly, how do you evaluate Turkey’s perspective on culture and art? 
Recalling my first years in Turkey, 35 years ago the contemporary art environment was not active at all. 
Even the IKSV, which has in time developed its activities in all areas, had just made a bold start back then. 
The State Theatre and Ballet were the only two institutions dominating the art environment. Art and 
culture have made a remarkable progress over the last 35 years, which can also be regarded as a proof that 
Turkish society now significantly approves contemporary art. 
The British Council has been present in Turkey for 75 years. Such a long time… 
As you know, the world is changing. We need to maintain dialogue against all odds. Turkey was one of the 
first countries to welcome the British Council outside Britain. Also, Halkevi, considered to be one of the 
most important cultural centres in that period, was opened in London at the same time. This marked the 



beginning of dialogue, mutual understanding and value creation between the two countries. Turkey was a 
very important country for us 75 years ago, and it surely still is. 
“We are not a political institution” 
How have different governments affected the friendship between two countries or your activities? In 
which period did you feel pressure? 
We are not a political institution. Our sole purpose is to bring nations together. To achieve this goal, we 
work on an institutional basis rather than a political one. We strive to improve cultural and social relations 
among people and unite them. Politics is irrelevant to what we do. 
What about the recent oppression and censorship on arts? Have not you been affected? 
We are closely following the course of events. Very different political developments take place not only in 
Turkey but also in a hundred countries where the British Council is present. For us, what matters is to keep 
dialogue open regardless of the conjuncture, rather than political preferences. We cooperate with highly 
qualified partners in Turkey. We trust them for they know the situation in Turkey much better than us. 
 
“Small Differences” 
 
The British Council brought Grayson Perry’s “The Vanity of Small Differences” exhibition to Turkey. Did 
you expect such a great interest? 
Yes… Well, first and foremost, we have an excellent team supporting us in organizing our cultural and art 
projects. Grayson Perry uses fabrics and textile products in his artworks. These are also inherent in Turkish 
heritage and cultural codes. For instance, it is a striking comparison with the tile art tradition in Kütahya. 
So, all these factors contributed to the high interest the Grayson Perry exhibition has attracted. Also, we 
need to mention that Perry focuses on society and social structure matters. And British and Turkish 
societies display a really sophisticated, interesting and admirable character. 
What did you think when you were assigned to Istanbul? 
In fact, I was very lucky because I was offered the opportunity to pick a country. I had four alternatives and 
I preferred Turkey. I was not familiar with your country at all. As a curious person, I wanted to go and 
discover a completely unfamiliar country. 
Are you planning any events for Anatolia as well? 
I also know Anatolia very well. Just like the UK cannot be reduced to London, there is more to Turkey than 
Istanbul. Having lived in both Istanbul and Ankara, I have a broad perspective on the whole country. 
Currently, we have an educational programme implemented jointly with a regional development agency. 
We are training creative entrepreneurs in five Anatolian cities 
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“Why do Turkish people fail to learn English?” 
 
(Column by Perihan Çakıroğlu) 
A few days ago, we met Margaret Jack, Director at the British Council Turkey that celebrates its 75th 
Anniversary this year. I asked her: “Why do we, Turkish people, fail to speak fluent English?” 
Margaret evaluated the matter with an analogy between learning how to swim and learning a 
language. She said that one gets instructed about how to swim, how to move their arms by the 
swimming pool. One swims and flaps her legs on the ground but the true practice is only possible by 
actually swimming in the pool. Likewise, they teach us language, a means of communication, with an 
emphasis on grammar, and we fail to speak it in real life. Jack also mentioned a research conducted in 
cooperation with TEPAV (The Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey). 
A report has been published, covering the economic value of being able to speak English as well as 
strong and weak points thereof. For instance, training of instructors poses the aforementioned 
difficulties. Courses are delivered on a grammatical basis. English is being taught rather theoretically, 
without being employed as a language of communication. Instructors should be trained on this matter. 
The second point is that “inspectors” only examine the curriculum and in-class practices. They should be 
trained as well. 
Government asked for a study 
Jack said, “After the report, the government asked us for a study about English language education on 
undergraduate level. We will be able to obtain a vertical picture of all peer groups from 5 to 22 years 
old with this study,” and continued: “In fact, Turkey invests in English language education to a 
remarkable extent. On average, a student receives 1,000 hours of education over a period of twelve 
years. The economic return of this significant investment should be calculated thoroughly.” 
Never a truer word spoken. If we pay for English, we should see the return. 
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“I Have Chosen Turkey!” 

In an interview with Margaret Jack, British Council  Director in Turkey, we discussed her 

passionate relationship with the country as well  as relations between Turkey and the 

United Kingdom. We also talked about the 75 -year journey of British Council  since 

1940, the emphasis they have laid on art projects from day one as well  as their future 

projects.  

 

GÜLBEN ÇAPAN gulbencapan@gmail.com 

For the sake of following in the English tradition, we met Margaret Jack for afternoon tea at the British 

Consulate. After security checks, we passed through halls with high-ceilings, gates with wide marble stairs 

and giant chandeliers and entered a spacious room with a high ceiling. In front of us is someone with a 

strong British accent, a wide smile on her face and exotic jewellery. She says: “Turkey was my kismet!” 

This is how we start our interview with Margaret Jack, British Council Director in Turkey. 

 

Originally from Scotland, Ms. Jack is an adventurer with an endless love for discovery. As part of a British 

Council mission, she came to Turkey thirty-six years ago and fell in love with the country. Following three 

years of duty in Ankara, she lived in various other countries with a few years in between including Sri 

Lanka, Indonesia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine. She got married with a Turkish gentleman in the meantime. 

Came 2012, she was given four country options and she chose Turkey again. After Ankara, she now has a 

new identity as a genuine Istanbulite. 

 

Margaret Jack pays close attention to Turkish contemporary art, has travelled to every region in the 

country and has embraced the culture. In her words, “In 1940, British Council was founded to help people 

of both cultures get to know each other and establish partnerships between institutions. Today, with the 

help of technology as well, the council has far wider access in the country. Our exhibitions are not bound 

by space and may be visited online as well. 

 

Thanks to technological services, English publications formerly limited to libraries with 8,000 members, 

are now read by one and a half million people in Turkey.” She adds that they do not content themselves 

with a close follow-up of the developments in Turkish contemporary art market but also lay emphasis on 

promoting the market abroad. 

When was the time you first came to Turkey? 

It was 1979, on a British Council mission. We were offered four country options at the time and I chose 

Turkey among them. 

Why Turkey? 
I am an adventurer and also because Turkey was barely known in the United Kingdom at the time. I 

therefore wanted to take on the task of getting to know and promoting Turkey. I stayed in Turkey for four 

years and then was commissioned to represent British Council in other countries. After many years, I 

turned back to Turkey in 2012. I worked in Ankara and moved to Istanbul eighteen months ago. Now I am 

the head of British Council. 

How was art perceived in Turkey when you were first appointed in British Council Turkey in 1979? 

mailto:gulbencapan@gmail.com


 

Needless to say, it was widely different from how it is perceived today. It was the first years of the 

foundation of Istanbul Music Festival and IKSV. We would organize jazz music tours across the country at a 

time with far less number of airports. So in retrospect, those were hard but very exciting and adventurous 

times. 

Turkey and the United Kingdom are two cultures that are distant to each other in many aspects. But your 

duty here is to bring these two cultures closer as much as possible and promote them to each other. What 

kind of a route does British Council take for this goal?  

 

I don’t actually think that the two countries are much different from each other. There are many 

important common aspects drawing Turkey and the United Kingdom closer. And what we do is examine 

these common aspects and come up with projects to establish long-term partnerships between the 

two countries.  

What are the common aspects that draw United Kingdom and Turkey closer? 
 

Both countries have a very rich heritage hosting more than one nation, language and culture. Both 

countries have an imperial history and therefore their richness is based on the diversity that comes with 

imperial identity and culture. Commerce in neither of the countries depends solely on natural resources 

and therefore they both have markets always open to entrepreneurship and innovation. So our duty is to 

make progress by maintaining close contact between two countries in many areas such as education, 

science and arts. 

You partnered with Sakıp Sabancı Museum for the Anish Kapoor exhibition which drew 125 thousand 

visitors. You also support the Grayson Perry exhibition recently launched in Pera Museum. Could you 

tell us a bit about your art project partnerships? 

 

We as British Council always work with local partners and institutions for large-scale exhibition projects. 

We work on such projects for approximately a year and a half. Grayson Perry is our most recent exhibition 

at Pera Museum. Perry is an important figure in contemporary art whose works are among nine thousand 

others in British Council's art collection. With ceramics, carpets and prints, his works are close to Turkish 

culture as well.  

We negotiated with Pera Museum for Perry and the project perfectly dovetailed with their schedule as 

well. We hence launched in Turkey the first exhibition of Grayson Perry outside the United Kingdom. 

Following Pera, the exhibition will be displayed in Cern Modern Museum of Ankara. 

British Council turns 75 in Turkey this year. What were British Council activities like seventy-five years 

ago? 

The foundations of British Council in Turkey were laid in 1940 during World War II. Even at such time of 

turmoil, Turkey and the United Kingdom must have considered so important to strengthen ties between 

each other that they founded an institution that has been in service ever since. British Council Turkey was 

founded in an effort to help two cultures understand each other in wartime, which consolidates its 

importance. 

 

Turkey opened the first international community centre in 1942 during WWII in London. These details 

manifest the longstanding history of a friendly dialog between the two countries. Archives demonstrate 



artworks brought from England to Turkey at the time. In 1940s, forty-three academics from Turkey went to 

England to study. All of these projects were run by the British Council. 

What are your special projects to mark your seventy fifth year?  

In arts, we launched our Grayson Perry exhibition, open until July, on the occasion of our 75th anniversary. 

Another special project is aimed for creative entrepreneurs. British Council will help share knowledge 

necessary for the development of a robust creativity industry with instructors from the United Kingdom 

offering courses to creative entrepreneurs. We will be doing this via social institutions rather than art 

institutions. 

What do you think of contemporary art in Turkey?  

I believe that what Turkey needs to consider utmost priority is to promote Turkey better abroad, spread 

knowledge and establish communication. Turkey is a little shy and reserved when it comes to promoting 

itself. Similarly, contemporary art should be better promoted as well.  

 

When we offer what’s here to those abroad, the works meet with great enthusiasm. Last winter, we 

organized talks in museums and invited many prominent figures to Turkey including the director of Tate 

Modern. Many of them were in Istanbul for the first time and had almost no idea about the contemporary 

art scene. 

 

The more they learned about it, the more they were impressed. They added that they not only consider 

these works important but that they will come back as well. 

 

Turkey has already made it to the top ten in the contemporary art map. So I am very hopeful about 

contemporary art but it’s better to be patient for a little bit more. Immediate results should not be 

expected. 
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Celebrated the75 th Year in Turkey 
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Happy Birthday British Council 
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Celebrated the 75th year with a party 
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They  see it (British Council) as cultural ATM 
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BC is 75 years old 
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British Council’s fun questions brings in awards 



 
 

TV COVERAGE 
 
 

DATE CHANNEL Program Adı: 
Yayın 
Saati: Süre:    

19.05.2015 360 ALEM'CE 23:30:53 00:02:03 Seyret  

20.05.2015 NTV 
GECE 
GÜNDÜZ 18:32:20 00:02:26 Seyret  

21.05.2015 NTV 
GECE 
GÜNDÜZ 01:48:21 00:02:26 Seyret  

30.05.2015 
TRT 
TÜRK AÇIK ŞEHİR 09:51:40 00:05:50 Seyret  
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INTERNET PORTAL COVERAGE 
 
 
Date Portal Title  

15.05.2015 BUGUNBUGECE.COM british council türkiye’deki 75’inci yılını kutladı | bugunbugece  

15.05.2015 YENICIKANLAR.COM.TR British Council Türkiye’deki 75’inci Yılını Kutladı | Yeni Çıkanlar  

15.05.2015 ALEMIHABER.COM British Council Türkiye’deki 75’inci yılını kutladı | Avrupa | Dünyanın Haberi Alemi Haber  

15.05.2015 TRTTURK.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutluyor - TRT Türk Haberler  

15.05.2015 HABERLER.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

15.05.2015 SONGUNDEM.COM British Council, Türkiye deki 75. Yılını Kutladı - Haberler.com  

15.05.2015 BELGE.COM.TR British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı - Belge - Türkiye'nin Haber Sitesi  

15.05.2015 ARACIYOK.COM British Council, Türkiye deki 75. Yılını Kutladı Haberi  

15.05.2015 SONDEVIR.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı | SON DAKİKA HABERLERİ |  

15.05.2015 M.SONDAKIKA.COM British Council, Türkiye’deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

15.05.2015 KONHABER.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı - Konhaber - Türkiye'nin İnternet Gazetesi  

15.05.2015 PARAHABERI.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

15.05.2015 HABERAHVAL.COM British Council, Türkiye’deki 75. yılını kutladı  

15.05.2015 PARAHABERI.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

15.05.2015 BEYAZGAZETE.COM 
British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı | İngilizce, Kitap Fuarı, Uluslararası, İnternet Sitesi, İş 
Dünyası  

15.05.2015 HAKIMIYET.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı  

15.05.2015 MAXIHABER.NET galeri_british_council_75_01 » Maxi Haber Online Sektörel Gazete  

15.05.2015 HABERLERSONDAKIKA.GEN.TR British Council, Türkiye deki 75. Yılını Kutladı Haberi  

15.05.2015 MAXIHABER.NET galeri_british_council_75_08 » Maxi Haber Online Sektörel Gazete  

15.05.2015 MAXIHABER.NET galeri_british_council_75_07 » Maxi Haber Online Sektörel Gazete  

15.05.2015 PUSULAHABER.COM.TR British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

15.05.2015 YENIHABERDEN.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı  

15.05.2015 TRTTURK.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutluyor - TRT Türk Haberler  

20.05.2015 DESENDER.ORG British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı  

20.05.2015 ISTANBUL.NET.TR British Council Türkiye’deki 75’inci Yılını Kutladı kültür sanat etkinlik haberleri istanbul.net.tr  

20.05.2015 MEMLEKET.COM.TR British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

20.05.2015 ALEMIHABER.COM British Council Türkiye’deki 75’inci yılını kutladı | Avrupa | Dünyanın Haberi Alemi Haber  

20.05.2015 HABERLER.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

20.05.2015 SONDEVIR.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutladı | SON DAKİKA HABERLERİ |  

20.05.2015 TRTTURK.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutluyor - TRT Türk - Beş Kıtanın Haber Merkezi  

20.05.2015 TRTTURK.COM British Council, Türkiye'deki 75. yılını kutluyor - TRT Türk - Beş Kıtanın Haber Merkezi  

20.05.2015 HABERLERSONDAKIKA.GEN.TR British Council, Türkiye deki 75. Yılını Kutladı Haberi  

20.05.2015 SONDAKIKA.COM British Council, Türkiye’deki 75. Yılını Kutladı  

20.05.2015 BUGUNBUGECE.COM british council türkiye’deki 75’inci yılını kutladı | bugunbugece  

23.05.2015 MALATYAGUNCEL.COM Hangi British Council Dönemi Seni Anlatıyor?  

27.05.2015 AJANS34.COM British Council ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - GÜNCEL - Ajans34  

27.05.2015 SONDAKIKA.COM British Council’ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor  

28.05.2015 HABERLER.COM British Council'ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor  

28.05.2015 SONGUNDEM.COM British Council ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - Haberler.com  

28.05.2015 HABERLERSONDAKIKA.GEN.TR British Council ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor Haberi  

28.05.2015 POLISHABERLERIGAZETESI.COM British Council'ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - polis haberleri gazetesi  

28.05.2015 POLISHABERLERIGAZETESI.COM British Council'ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - polis haberleri gazetesi  

28.05.2015 MEMURLARBURADA.COM British Council'ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - Memurlar Burada Memurların Canlı sesi  

28.05.2015 ARACIYOK.COM British Council ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor Haberi  

28.05.2015 TR.HABERLER.US British Council'ın Eğlenceli Soruları Ödül Kazandırıyor - Haberler.us  

 

http://www.bugunbugece.com/oku-bak/haber/british-council-turkiye-deki-75-inci-yilini-kutladi
http://www.yenicikanlar.com.tr/british-council-turkiyedeki-75inci-yilini-kutladi-47421
http://www.alemihaber.com/dunya/3160119/british-council-turkiyedeki-75inci-yilini-kutladi
http://www.trtturk.com/haber/british-council-turkiye-deki-75-yilini-kutluyor-130616.html
http://www.haberler.com/british-council-turkiye-deki-75-yilini-kutladi-7311262-haberi/
http://www.songundem.com/haber/14780886/
http://www.belge.com.tr/haber-239892-1-british_council_turkiyedeki_75_yilini_kutladi.html
http://www.araciyok.com/16201-british-council-turkiye-deki-75-yilini-kutladi
http://www.sondevir.com/sondakikahaberleri/336270/british-council-turkiyedeki-75-yilini-kutladi.html
http://m.sondakika.com/haber/haber-british-council-turkiye-deki-75-yilini-kutladi-7311262/
http://www.konhaber.com/yeni/haber-344318-GUNCEL-British_Council_Turkiyedeki_75_yilini_kutladi.html
http://parahaberi.com/tr-tr/haberler/222150/british-council-turkiyedeki-75-yilini-kutladi
http://www.haberahval.com/gundem/haberiniz-1332728-british-council-turkiyedeki-75-yilini-kutladi/
http://parahaberi.com/tr/haberler/222150/british-council-turkiyedeki-75-yilini-kutladi
http://beyazgazete.com/haber/2015/5/15/british-council-turkiye-deki-75-yilini-kutladi-2687519.html
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